XonoaHbIN
LLeJIKOBbIU NYTb
A Cold Silk Way

Ans NofHOLEHHOro 0CBOEHUsI ApKTUKM Poccusi AonxxHa aenaTb CTaBKy He
TONbKO Ha A06bIYY NOME3HbIX UCKOMAEMbIX Ha Wenbde, HO U Ha KOMMepYecKkoe
ncrnonb3oBaHne CeBepHOro Mopckoro nyTn. O6 3ToM roBopsT nNpeacTaBUTeEN
6u3Heca, 3Ty Xe No3uuMio noaaepXXnuBaeT rocyaapcTeo.

For Russia to achieve the full potential of its Arctic development plans, stakes
should be placed not only on the offshore mining, but also on the Northern
Sea Route and the commercial benefit it offers — a stance shared by business

community and the government.

BUTUS Cyl0XOACTBa no CeBMOpny Ty
3asBui Bwue- : g‘ﬂp..emmpuﬁ PorosuH, BbicTynas
Ha NepBOM 3aceAaHuun qun,apCTBeHHOM KOMUCCUM
Mo BOMpoCaM pa3BuUTUS APKTU
— ApkTuka ans Poccun — 310 orpom
Ne3HbIX UCKOMaeMbIX, Npexae Bcer
[0B. Ho 370 elle n CeBepHbiii MOPCKO
KOpOTKUi NyTb U3 A3un B EBpOnY.
CUMN CTPOUTCS CEpUst HOBbIX aTOMHBI
KOTOpble A0/MKHbI BbITh ChyLLleHbl Ha Boay K 2020
rogy. 9T0 roBOpUT O TOM, YTO Y Hac B pyKax UMeeT-
CSl YHUKANbHbIA MHCTPYMEHT ANS CO3AAHMSI «XO0MO0A-
HOrO LLENKOBOro NyTn».

YBEAUYUTb MOTOK FPY30B, MPOXOASALIMX MO 3TON Ma-
U — 3aga4da He u3 nerkux. Paborta Ha Ces-
FO NJAHMPOBAHMUS, MO3TO-
PEBO30OK HaAo 3apaHee
W 3aK04aTh AOrOBOPbI
C rpy30BnagensuamMmm U CyA0X0AHbIMU KOMMAHUSMU.
, NS TOro, Ytobbl obecrneunTb rpysone-
[ol0 HaBuraumo 2016 roga ¢ nepe-
Ba/IkoM yepe3 NopT ApXaHresibCk, TPaHCMOPTHO-3KC-
neanLIMOHHbIE KOMMNaHUU Hayanu NOUCKK rpy30BbIX
6a3 ewwe netom 2015-ro.

B nocnegHee BpeMsi Ha apKTUYECKOM HarpasieHUu
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HabnoaaeTcs OXMBNEHWE KabOTaXXHOMO NiaBaHusl.
o aaHHbIM AccoupmanmMn MOPCKMX TOProBbIX MOPTOB,
nepeBasika KaboTaXXHbIX KOHTENHEPOB Ha CEBEPE B
2015 roagy yBenuuunacb npuMepHo Ha 11%, Toraa
KaK 3KCMOPT M MMMNOPT KOHTEMHEPOB COKPATUMCh
B mositopa pasa. Kabotax coctaBnsieT noutv 95%
ro KOHTEHEPOOHOPOTa apKTUYECKOro baccelHa.
pOrHo3am creumanucTtos, B 2015 roay obuyuii
30MepeBo30k No CeBepHOMY MOPCKOMY
CUT MoKasaTesib NPOLLSIoro roga — ye-
vl Ha TOHH.

OcTpoBa B OKeaHe

ApXaHresbCK elLe C COBETCKMX BPEMEH CreLannau-
pYeTCsl Ha nepeBasike reHepasbHbIX Fpy30B P MeeT
KPYMHbI KOHTEMHEPHBbI TEPMUHAN, NO3TOMY SIB/ISI-
€TCS1 OHWMM M3 BaXKHEMLIMX NOPTOB Ha Tpa¢ce Ces-
MOpMyTUW. 34eCb €CTb KOMMaHUM, KOTOPbIE J1ECATY-

NeTUSIMM paboTaloT Ha 3TOW NﬁrMCTpanw. 3aBo3

B OCHOBHOM B Nepuoj, Nner |
MEp, 3TUM JIETOM apXaHres OMOPTPaHC»

KO0 16 ThicAY

W B Apyrne nopTonyHKTbI E
paTHO B ApXaHresbCK BE;
pbl, TEXHWKY U METaNIO.
lpy3osyto 6asy ans. Ces
TOJSIbKO MPOMBILLIEHHBIE
pOHHble BeaoMcTBa. E

CTPOUTENLCTBA B APKTY

roga ctpouTenbHble paboTel B MH‘fepec '
pOHbI MAYT Ha 3emne AnekcaHapbl (@pxunenar
ns ®paHua-Nocnda), B mocenke PorayeBo Ha HOBOM
3emrie, Ha ocTpoBe Cpeanuii (apxunenar CeBepHasi
3emnsi), Ha Mbl MuAaTa u octpoBe BpaHrensi Ha
YykoTke, a Ta Ha octpoBe KoTenbHbili (HoBO-
cnbupckme ocTpoBa). Bece 310 — 30Ha apk pgo
KaboTaXKHOro nMnaBaHus. bonbLUyo YacTb rpy30B

ESM 060POHHbIX O6BEK 1‘%Iytoaalanmm KOHTE/AHE
pbl, TEXHWKA U CTPOI pvane. i

NpoOEKTa

MytewectBue B Kurtaii

[lo MHeHMIO cneunanucToB, NOKOMOTUBOM CMpO-
Ca Ha rpy3onepeBo3ki B APKTUKE yxKe B bavkait-
Lee BpeMsi MOXeT cTaTb Kutai. B aTom roagy u3
Kutas B CabeTrTy aoctaBunu nopsaka 25 Tbicsy
TOHH Fpy30B, MPOrHO3 Ha CneAyloWwMin roq — Ao
30 TbICSAY TOHH.
OTeyecTBEHHbIE KOMMNAHUN paccMaTpuBalOT Bapu-
A@HTbl 3KCMOPTHBIX NMOCTaBOK TOBapoB U3 Poccuu
B Kutaih no CeBmopnyTu. B nepBoM nonyroauu
2015 rofla BHELHETOProBbIi 060pOT ApXaHresib-
ckon obnactu ¢ Kutaem pgoctur 7,8 MnH gonna-
poB. OcHoBY 3kcnopTa B MoaHebecHyo cocTaBuIM
APEBECHHa, U3AeNNs U3 Hee 1 Lienonosa. Takum
- 0bpasom, Hanbonee nepcneKkTMBHON rpy30BoK ba-

'5014 ANA MOPCKUX NepeBO30K M3 ApXaHresibCka B

CTPaHbl A3MaTCKO-TUXOOKEAHCKOr0 pernoHa Mo-

XKET CTaTb NPOAYKUMUS JIECONPOMBILLIEHHOIO KOM-

nnekca.

Kutaih U ero cocean 3avHTepecoBaHbl B MOKYnM-

IMX AUoMaTepuanos, 6ymarn n kapToHa.

NTbCKUN LI,BK Hanpumep, exxeMecs4Ho Mo- -
Tall OKO/O 700 TOHH gponykumf: 2

Mo nporHo3am cneunanncTos,

B 2015 roay obwmi o6bem
rpy3onepeBo3ok no CeBepHOMY
MOPCKOMY MYyTW NPEBbLICUT
nokasaTtefb NPOLWIOro roga —
yeTblpe MUIIMOHA TOHH

Experts forecast that in 2015 the
cargo traffic passing through the
Northern Sea Route will exceed
the last years’ level of four
million tonnes

Photo: Christopher Michel
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CaHkT-lNeTepbypr ¢ MOpoXeHoW pbi6oir. Ho 06- pbibbl B MypMaHCKe cyaHo oTnpaBuioch Ha danb-  Great sailing

paTHO Cyla BO3BpaLLannCh B bannacte, Tak Kak HU BocTok npakTtuueckn B 6annacte. _ Pa6oTa Ha CeBMopI'IYTM TpEﬁYET
[anbHEBOCTOYHOW KOMMaHWM HE yAanocb HawuTu — O6paTHbIM rpy3 ANns AanbHEBOCTOYHbIX cyaoB, The importance of the North-
06paTHbLIN rpy3 Ansi CyaoBOW NapTuM. npuBo3aLmMX pbiby no CeBMopnyTh B ApxaHrenb- ern Sea Route was underlined ocoboro N1aHNPOBaHUS,
Mo moacyeTaM crneunanucToB, AOCTaBKa pbibbl B CKe, MOXHO HalTW, rpy3oBble 6a3bl ans 3toro by Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry MO3TOMY OnepaTopam
ueHTpanbHyto Poccuio no CeBMOpMyTH MOXET OKa- eCTb, — CYMTaeT HayanbHUK oTAena dpaxToBa-  Rogozin at the inception meeting rpy30nepeBo30K HaJo0 3apaHee
3aTbCa Ha 20% pelwesne, YeM TPaHCMOPTUPOB- Hust AO «benomopTpaHc» Cepren laBpunos. — Ho  of the National Commission for
Ka Mo »enesHoi gopore yepes BClo CcTpaHy. Ecan 3TO HenpocTo, No3ToMy dopMupoBaTb cygoByto  Arctic Development: OGFOBapVIBaTb BCE A€Taun
Henb3s cobpaTb CyAoBYlO NAapTUIO Ansl 06paTHOro napTu1IO U AOroBapuBaTbCs HaAo 3apaHee. Ontu-  — The Arctic is perceived by Rus- M 3aKJ1lo4aTb A0roBOpPbLI
rpysa B leTepbypre, UMEET CMbIC/T MOMbITAaTbCS MasibHbIA BapuaHT — MMHMMYM 3a TpU Mecsila A0  Sia as an area with huge depos- C rpy30B/agenbLamMm u
caenaTb 3TO B ApxaHrefibCke. 34eCb pasrpyxaTb rapaHTMpOBaHHOW OTNpaBkWM cyaHa c [anbHero its of mineral resources and, in
" ! _ ; M YacTMYHO nepepabaTbiBaTb Pblby MOXHO, Ha- BocToka B pelic. the first place, oil wealth. But the CyAOXOoAHbIMU KOMMAHNAMA
Srt— ;_ - = i Bl T =T "-;" S: npuMep, B palloHe MaiMakchl, y cneuuannsnpo- Arctic is also an area where the As the navigation along the
[ m Lpfrec BaHHbIX MpMYanoB MECTHOro TpanoBoro ¢roTa. KpynHas naptusa runs the shortest path between NSR requires careful pIanning
" EEENE ® ®m wm | - e, | BT XenesHogopoxHoe cooblieHne ApxaHrefnbcka C Asia and Europe — the Northern . . y
o j e ; ' LeHTpanbHol Poccueil 3HaunTeNbHO KOpoYe, YeM MMaBHbIA HeJOCTaTOK TPaHCMOPTMPOBKM rpy3oB Sea Route. Russia is currently carriage operators will have
y cocefiHero pbl6HOro nopTta Mprchga — 3HauuT, Ha [anbHuii Boctok uepes Cysukuii kaHan ws- constructir&g a ;erieks of nuclt;a— to have all the carriage details
3aTpaTbl HA TPAHCNOPTUPOBKY Pbibbl 6yayT MeHb- BECTEH — MpeofosieHne BOAHOW Aoporn anuHon  ar-powered icebreakers to be i
we. MoxHo oTnpasnsATb pbiby U3 ApxaHrenbcka B 22 Tbicaun kunometpoB (Hanpumep, u3 CaHkT- launched by 2020, which means ne90t|ated .and the agreements
MockBy pedpuxepaTopHbIMIA aBTOMOE3aMu, TEM MeTepbypra B k1Talckuit NopT [ansHb) 3aHuMa-  that the country is to land itself a made well in advance
6onee uto denepanbHas Tpacca M-8 HaxoauTcs €T OKONo 48 fHel, K TOMy e 3TOT MapuipyT cBa-  tool for creating a “cold silk way”.
B OT/INYHOM COCTOSIHUM. 3aH C pUCKOM nupatcTea. [nsa cpaBHeHus, BpeMss  To load this waterway with ample
[IOCTaBKM rpy30B B CTpaHbl A3nMaTcko-TuxookeaH- cargo flows is not an easy job.
Pbi6HbI AeHb ckoro pervoHa no CeBMopnyTu B nepuoa netHeir  As the navigation along the NSR requires careful
HaBurauumM u npu 6naronpusTHoW nepgoBoi 06-  planning, carriage operators will have to have all
HenaBHO AanbHEBOCTOYHAs rpynna KoMMaHWi CTaAHOBKeE COCTaB/ISIET OKONO ABYX Heaenb. Mepe-  the carriage details negotiated and the agreements
«[lo6podnoT» BbIKYNUIa Tpn TPaHCMOPTHbIX ped- Bo3ka no CMI1 no3sonseT He ToNbko 3HaunTensHo  made well in advance. For instance, to arrange for
: pvXepaTopa N1efoBoro Knacca U Tenepb MOXeT B COKpaTUTb BPeMSI OCTAaBKK, HO M CHU3UTb 3aTpa- a transportation scenario involving cargo transship-
nepvosa NneTHel HaBuraumMmn nocTaBnsTb 6onbluve Tbl HAa TOM/IMBO NpuMepHO Ha 20%. Ho Ha atoM ment in the port of Arkhangelsk in the summer of
pax Ha noesgax aoctasnsioT B CaHkT-MeTepbypr, NapTuu pbibbl Ha ceBepo-3anaa no CeBmopnyTy. npenMyLLecTBa cesepa ans rpysosnagensues, B 2016, forwarding companies started to compile their
CyAOXOACTBO MEXAy ceBep- a 3aTeM OTNpaBsIoT IKHLIM MOPCKMM nyTeM. Mo B KoHue aBrycta 2015 ropa c [anbHero BocToka B NpUHUMNE, 3aKaH4MBalOTCA, TaK Kak cTomMocTb NSR cargo database already in the summer of 2015.
HBbIMU MOpTaMK1 obecnedmsa- M3BECTHbIM OLIEHKAM, KaXX/blil Mecal| C tora ApxaH-  MypMaHCK npuwen nepebin pedpuxepaTtop «lap- TpaHcnopTMpoBKK rpy3a no CesMmopnyTu noka The Arct|c_wa_ters have r(_ecently seen an increase in
0T apKTUYECKMe NefOKONbl renbckoit obnact B KHP oTnpaensitoT oT 70 0 MOHMS» C TPEMSs TbICA4aM1 TOHH TUXOOKEaHCKOro 3HaYNTENBHO BbILLE, YEM MO I0KHOMY MapLUpyTY. coastal shlppm_g. According to the Sea (_ZommerC|aI
Arctic icebreakers provide 100 KoHTenHepoB no 50 Ky6oMeTpoB necHoit npo-  flococs. CyaHo Morno 6bl MonTN B ApvxaHreanK, bes AAMUHUCTPATMBHON NMOAAEPXKKM B PELIEHNN Po_rts’ Association, the volume of co_ntalners trans-
navigation between aykuuu. B 6amxaiiume roabl rpynna YJIK nnaHn-  BbIrpy3uTb peiby u 3arpysnTb 0bpaTHbIN rpy3, YTo- 3TOro Bonpoca He 0bonTuck. MoOCyaapCcTBO AOMXK- shl_pped througl_1 northern areas has increased 11%,
northern ports pyeT HapaCTUTb MPOM3BOACTBO NMuioMaTepuanos Obl HE BE3TU AOMOMN «BO3AyX». OAHAKO, MO HEKOo- HO Ha MOPSAOK 3HepruyHee co3paBaTb ycnoBusi  while the container export and import volumes have
W, COOTBETCTBEHHO, 06bEMbI 3KCMOPTa. TOpbIM CBEAEHMUSM, KTO-TO Aan rpy3oBnajenbuam ANs1 pUBNEYEHUs rpy30BiagenbUeB Ha ceBep. Mo seen a 1.5-fold decrease. In the entire container
KpynHoe npov3BOACTBO MWAOMaTepuanoB Hana- HETOYHYI0 MHEGOPMAaLMIO O TOM, YTO B ApXaHresb- MHEHUIO IKCMEepPTOB, €CNN B NIETHIO HaBuraumio  turnover in the Arctic basin, coastal navigation ac-
JXEHO U Ha apXaHresbCKoM 25-M neco3aBojae (on- CKe, ﬂKO6bI, HeAOoCTaTO4YHbIE rny6V|HbI Ang 3axoaa yaoacTca obecneunTb exemMecsiyHble nepeBo3KKU no counts for 95%.
AWUT B rpynny KOMNaHui «TutaH»). foaosoi 06b-  pedpvxepaTopa... B pesynbrate Bnaaenbubl npu- CeBmopnyTu B obbeMax 6—10 Tbicay kybomeTpoB  Experts forecast that in 2015 the cargo traffic pass-
€M BbIMyCKa MUoMaTepMasnoB 34ech MpeBbllaeT  HAMM pelleHne pasrpysuTbcs B MypMaHCcKe, Ho, He reHepasnbHbIX rpy30B, TO 6M3Hec HavyHeT akTnuBHee ing through the Northern Sea Route will exceed the
474 ThicA4M KyYBOMETPOB, M MOYTU BECb OH MaeT Haias Tam o06paTHOro reHepasnbHOro rpysa, obpa- NnoJib30BaTbCsl CaMblM KOPOTKMM MOPCKUM Maplu- last years’ level of four million tonnes.
Ha 3KCMOPT — TOXE MO IOKHOMY MaplipyTy. Bec-  TWIUCb 3@ MOMOLLbIO K apXaHre/bCKUM TpaHcnop- pyToM Mexay EBponon u A3suei.
Hol 2015 roaa neco3aBo/ BBEN B 3KCAMyaTaumio  THO-3KCMEAWLIMOHHBLIM KOMMAaHUSM. - CerogHsi nHTepec k CeBmopnyTu cBsidaH ¢ kpyn- Islands in the ocean
- = YYacTOK MO WM3rOTOBMIEHMIO BMOTONAMBHBLIX rpa- ECAW 6bl Npuxoa CyAaHa B ApXaHrenbck bbi 3annia- HbIMW CYAOBbLIMW MAPTUAMU, KOTOPbIE MOXHO OT- - -
= Hyn (NenneT) MOLWHOCTLIO 60 ThiCAY TOHH B roa, - HUPOBaH 3apaHee, Npobnemy 3anoyIHEHUS TPY30M. - -. npaenaTb Ha KamyaTky u Tuxmin okeaH. Ho ¢op-  General carge transshipment is what Arkhangelsk
nocne yero cran KpyMHe/imm npom3Bo,qm‘reneM - ana JanbHero BocToka, ckopee BCETO, yAaanocb - = MUpOBaHMe Takux NapTuil CpoaHM UCKYCCTBY, AN has been specializing on since the Soviet times. = — .
- _ = 3KCMOPTHbIX DMHOMaTem'iaﬂOB Ha-€eBepo- 3anane 6bl peLuMTs ApXaHrenbeK = KpynHemnumii TIPOMBILL- . - aToro TpebytoTcsa 60nblias aHanuTudeckas pabo- With a large container terminal, the city remains = =
= = e Poccum. - =3 ~ NEHHBI EHTP Ha CeBEpE CTPaHbl, B perMOHe npo- Ta U cepbe3Hbill ypoBeHb yrpasrenus. focyaap-  one of the most important ports along the North- =
; — Camoe " 6o/bluoe B EBpone I'IpOM3BOL|,CTBO TO- KMBAET TPETb BCEro HaceNeHus poccuiickon Ap- -~ CTBO 60/blUE BCEX 3aUHTEPECOBaHO B passutuu - ern Sea Route. There are shipping. companies-in. = e arTs
= © . _TIAMBHBLIX NeneT 6blI10 3anyLueHo B OKTSI6pPE 3T0-  KTUKM, Yepes Hero WAeT nepesanka 60NbWNHCTBA M SN -_' CEBMopI'IYTl/I “Ho ybeanTb 6usHec nepeopuentu- _ Arkhangelsk with decades of experiencesin opera- = = reswag g =
BN " ro roga-8 OHEXCKOM paiioHe ApxaHngm,eKong reHepanbHbIX ¥ KOHTeMHeprIX rpy30B; nepesosun=" —— pOBaTIl__p,y,SOTIOTOKVI MOXHO TOMIbKO 0AHUM croco-  tions along the NSR. The delivery to-the Arctic ports—— . ——
P Tn. HoBbIit 3aBoA «BuoHeT» GyaeT BoinyckaTh.  Mbix Mo CemopnyTtu.-Ho 3a TPW [iHA Cy/10Bble napn- = - 60M — nokasas emy;mMMepquKyro BbINQAYs—=— ~of foodstuffs, fuels, machinery~and construc‘c'ron_,___ e ——
- oo 150 ThICAY TOHH APEBECHBIX TPaHyn B roa, a 06-  Tvd H@ dzoprpyiOTc'r'r _E uTore nocne J?.aSF'IDY3KVI = "1__ - = TTi-— =-=.materials. malnfy takes time during summer naviga- . el
s .M roaoBoii o&he@"'ﬁpom3BQQCTBa nenner Bpes : — e p _"'. ., tlon season. Last summer, Arkhangelsk- based-Belo-—— e = J—
T - 7 rvoHe gocturHeT 300 THIESY TOHH. OUEBIAHO, uto ; ' L : =SS mortra mﬂ_m ts partners dellvered some 16 tor?@g" - R - -
B e = 370 pean__juwpya‘oﬁg? 6a3a ANns 3KCMOPTHLIX M0- - Pevel g T .

T . -CTaBOK u3 ApxaHresnbcka B A3uto HS:CEBMOPI'IYTVI

The contributors to the NSR cargo database include™
not only businesses but alsorthe defense establish-
ments. This year, the military construction projects
inthe Arctic received a total of almost 82.thousand
b= = ; : e tonnes of cargo, and there is strong ewdence that_a¢
T6a3i i : : " . i : = | ) P — more are yet to come. According to Feg
- . " : ] = cial Construction Agency, the fall of=201
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B aTOM roay ana BOEHHOro
CTpoOUTENbCTBA B ApKTUKE
3aBe3/M No4YTK 82 ThiCAYM TOHH
rpy30B, N pas3BUTUE AAHHOIO
HanpaB/eHUs1 04eBUAHO ANs
BCEX YYACTHUKOB PbIHKA

This year, the military
construction projects in the
Arctic received a total of almost
82 thousand tonnes of cargo,
and there is strong evidence
that more are yet to come
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deployment of military construc-
tion projects in locations such as
Alexandra Land (Franz Joseph
Land); settlement of Rogache-
vo (Novaya Zemlya); Severny Is-
land (Severnaya Zemlya); Cape
Schmidt and Wrangel Island
(Chukotka); and Kotelny Island
(New Siberian Islands). All these
locations form part of the coastal
shipping area. The major bulk of
cargoes bound for these desti-
nations is comprised of contain-
ers, machinery and construction
materials.

All indications are that the Arctic-
bound cargo volumes will only be
increasing. Besides the ongoing
military defense projects, there
is another major shipments re-
ceiver — the port of Sabetta,
which receives machinery and materials for Yamal
LNG, a project to construct a natural gas liquefac-
tion plant.

A journey to China

Experts believe that the leading role in raising the
demand for cargo transportation via the Arctic may
belong to China. This year China shipped to Sabetta
some 25 thousand tonnes of cargo, a volume ex-
pected to reach a level of 30 thousand next year.
Local companies, too, see the NSR as a promis-
ing path for their export China-bound shipments.
In the first six months of 2015, Arkhangelsk’ total
trade with China reached USD 7.8 min. The prod-
ucts Arkhangelsk exports to the Celestial Empire in-
clude wood, timber products and pulp, which may
turn the place and its timber industry into a most
promising origin of cargo for destinations in Asia-
Pacific Region.

China and its neighbours seem interested in purchas-
ing sawn wood, paper and cardboard from our local
enterprises. Arkhangelsk Pulp and Paper Mill monthly
supplies to China around 700 tonnes of its products...
its shipments passing through Saint-Petersburg and
the Suez Channel, however, not through the sea port
of Arkhangelsk. The managers of Arkhangelsk Sea
Port claim they are ready to arrange for channeling
the carriages via the Northern Sea Route, but their
final decision will build on the cost of transportation
and the services offered.

The ULK Group, that harvests wood in the south of
Arkhangelsk Oblast, is also using the Suez Channel to
supply its produce to China. The 40 ft containers with
timber first reach Saint-Petersburg, by rail, where they
are-picked up at by ships for their final destinations
via the Suez Channel. According to some expert esti-
mates, every month Arkhangelsk Oblast ships to PRC
from 70 to 100 containers, each carrying 50 cubic me-=
tres of sawn timber.-The ULK is planning to-increase

B its timber output and, similarly, expoermlumes = v »4"*‘,._.&-—
S
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Large-scale are also timber sawing operations at
Arkhangelsk-based Sawmill 25 (member of Titan
Group). The company exports almost all of its sawn
timber output — 474 thousand cubic metres annual-
ly —and is also using the Suez Channel as its trans-
portation route. In the spring of 2015, the sawmill
launched the production of fuel granules (pellets)
with the capacity of 60 thousand tonnes annually,
and has thus earned a reputation as North-West
Russia’s largest sawn timber exporter.

The location known to have the largest fuel gran-
ule production in Europe is Onega district, Arkhan-
gelsk Oblast. Launched just recently, in October,
Onega-based Bionet plant is expected to produce
150 thousand tonnes of wood-based granules an-
nually, whereas the area’s total annual pellet output
is projected to reach 300 thousand tonnes. All this
looks a tangible stock for export to Asian markets
via the Northern Sea Route.

Orient express

In summer navigation season, a regular cargo ship-
ment line can be established between the North
Western and the Far Eastern Districts of Russia. The
only challenge is the lack of cargo bases along the
line. As to the port of Arkhangelsk, it does have one,
because this port is specializing on general cargo
carriage within the coastal waters in the Arctic. Ex-
perts estimate that transportation from central Rus-
sia to, for instance, Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, of
shipments as large as 10 to 15 thousand tons can
be cheaper if routed via Arkhangelsk, not Sakhalin.
On their return voyages to Arkhangelsk, ships could
carry the Pacific fish. The first such voyage, where-
by ships went along the Northern Sea Route load-
ed with Far Eastern salmon, was made in 2011 by
Dalreefer shipping company. Assisted by Atomflot
icebreaker, two of Dalreefer’s ships arrived in Saint-
Petersburg with frozen fish onboard. However, the
ships had to return empty, as there was no return
cargo for the company to carry to the Far East.

According to the expert estimates, shipping of fish to
central Russia via the NSR may appear 20% cheaper
than by rolling stocks which need to cross the entire
country. If the return shipload cannot be sourced in
Saint-Petersburg, why not try and form it in Arkhan-
gelsk. Here, fish can be unloaded and partly pro-
cessed by premises in Maimaksa, where dedicated
trawler fleet berthing facilities are available. The rail-
way connection between Arkhangelsk and central
Russia is much shorter than that between Murman-
sk and central destinations, meaning that Arkhan-
gelsk may offer lower fish transportation costs. From

Arkhangelsk, the fish might be shipped to Moscow by
fridge trucks, a viable option given that the federal
M-8 highway is now in perfect order.

Fish day

It has recently been reported that Far Eastern
group of companies Dobroflot has purchased three
ice-class reefer, which has rendered it able to trans-
port large fish shipments via the NSR in the summer
navigation season. In late August 2015, the refrig-
erator ship Harmonia undertook its first voyage to
Murmansk carrying three thousand tonnes of the
Far Eastern salmon. The ship could well be routed
to Arkhangelsk and instead of going back with only
crew onboard carry back home a return cargo. An-
ecdotally, somebody mislead the cargo owners into
thinking that Arkhangelsk is a port with drafts too
shallow for their reefer to enter... This made them
choose Murmansk as a port of unloading, following
which they had to turn to forwarders in Arkhangelsk
for return cargo, as in Murmansk there was none.
Had the cargo owners turned to Arkhangelsk ear-
lier, the return cargo would have, most probably,
been sourced. Arkhangelsk is North Russia’s major
industrial area. It is home to one third of the Rus-
sian Arctic’s population and transships the majority
of general and container cargoes passing through
the Northern Sea Route. But, three days is too short
a term to form a return shipload... As a result, Har-
monia, after it had unloaded its fish in Murmansk,
went back home to the Far East almost in ballast.
— To source a return cargo for the Far East-bound
fish carriers in Arkhangelsk is possible, as the port
does have the cargoes they could bring back along
the Northern Sea Route, says Sergey Gavrilov, Head
of Charter Operations Unit with Belomortrans. Al-
though, it may not be easy at all, and a return ship-
load should therefore be agreed well in advance —in
the best-case scenario, three months prior to the
date of the ship’s guaranteed departure from the
Far East.

Large shipment

The major disadvantage of transporting the Far
East-bound cargoes via the Suez Channel is well
known: the journey is long, taking up 48 days or
22 thousand kilometers to cover (the distance be-
tween Saint-Petersburg and the Chinese port of Da-
lian), and there is the risk of piracy existing in that
part of the world. As a comparison, the time period
needed during summer navigation to deliver a cargo
to Asia-Pacific Region via the Northern Sea Route,

provided that the ice conditions are favourable, is
two weeks approximately. Not only does the NSR
trims a major portion of time off the journey, but
it also enables a 20% cutdown on fuel costs. This,
however, completes the benefit that cargo owners
may derive from using the NSR as their cargo trans-
portation route. For the time being, carriage ser-
vices along the NSR are much more expensive than
those along its southern alternative.

The effort to promote the Northern Sea Route
should be underpinned by ample administrative
support. More input is needed on the part of the
government to create an environment that would
make the NSR look more attractive to the cargo
owners. The experts surmise that businesses may
be likely to start turning to the shortest path be-
tween Europe and Asia if its general cargo traffic
reaches a monthly level of 6 to 10 thousand cubic
meters.

Today, the interest in the Northern Sea Route cen-
tres mainly on the prospect of transporting large
shipments to Kamchatka and the Pacific Region. At
the same time, forming these shipments is akin to
art, requiring careful analytical thinking and care-
fully designed management strategies. While the
government remains strongly committed to the pro-
motion of the NSR, the only way to convince busi-
nesses to redirect their cargo flows to the NSR is
to demonstrate the commercial benefit it can bring.
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